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Abstract 

Presence and Afterthought is about something that has no priority today: sensitive presence, genuine 

experience, and thoughtful reflection. It is about the ways “beautiful thinking” can contribute 

theoretically and practically to the development of pedagogy and be relevant at all levels, from 

nursery to university. 

The book is based on Dorthe Jørgensen’s experience as a teacher and popular lecturer. For 25 years, 

she has experimented with teaching methods that spur the common exploration of the kind of 

questions one cannot answer by just saying “yes” or “no.” This broader questioning is hindered by 

the current demands of “invoice” rather than “research.” The book is an educational testament – and 

a source of inspiration. Dorthe Jørgensen criticizes contemporary hindrances of thinking, but also 

cherishes hope by insisting on the presence and the afterthought that still exist. 

Presence and Afterthought includes short essays, interviews, and teaching materials. The book is 

organized in three sections entitled “The World of Our Day,” “Concrete Teaching Measures,” and 

“World-Engaged Philosophy.” 

It is the author’s hope that this book will inspire educators at all levels to practice more “common 

thinking,” in the sense of “thinking together.” 

“When a teacher trusts her students and the outcome is favorable, it is […] not just a spontaneous 

expression of life. Not only does the teacher trust that her students want to learn. She is also confident 

that they will do the mimesis without which there will be no learning: that they will do as she does. 

Her trust in the students is connected to her belief that if she herself focuses on the matter, if she 

shows sensitive attention and relates constructively, they will do the same. She relies on the power of 

the example.” 

Similar to previous books by the author, Presence and Afterthought addresses a wide array of readers. 

It has a pedagogical aim, but concurrently addresses a number of formational and educational-

political issues, giving them new philosophical perspectives. 


